Westmoreland School Counselor’s Association Minutes of Fall Meeting, October 2007

The fall meeting of the Westmoreland School Counselor’s Association was held at Westmoreland County Community College on October 25, 2007 in conjunction with PSCA Western Regional Conference.  
The meeting was brought order by President Amy Salay.
The minutes of the final meeting of the 2006-07 were read and approved.  The treasurer’s report was approved.

New Business:  A report on the Fall College Fair was held  at WCCC stated that there were 150 colleges and technical schools represented.  A message of appreciation was given to all of the volunteers whose efforts contributed to its success.
Rob McClure was the recipient of kudos for his efforts in the tremendous success of the Western Regional Conference.

Danielle McCann, corresponding secretary reported that retirees are encouraged to check the data base to ensure that they are receiving the newsletter at their home address rather than at there former school address.  
Sandy Lechner, the WSCA Uniserve representative reported on the leadership academy held on the summer.  Bonnie Kline attended the sessions and stated that there is a need for more people to get involved at the state level.   The president of ASCA spoke  to the membership, encouraging counselors to refrain from focus on negative persons in the professional dealings and to look for positive influences at work.  She also encouraged the development of a code of ethics that enables teacher and counselors to work together in a positive atmosphere.   The Westmoreland School Counselors Association was recognized for its very active membership and WSCA may be seen as a role model for other associations.  Bonnie encouraged the WSCA members to become more actively involved in advocacy issues with PSCA.
New member of WSCA were introduced.  They are:

Sherry Bett from Seton Hill College; Suzanne Marker, Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics; Kiersten Benderling, from Norwin and Vince Graterri, PTI.

Old Business: Clint Page offered a note of thanks to the committee who was responsible for creating the successful Western regional Conference.  The committee is comprised of :  Rob McClure, Susan Kuhn, Vanessa Baugh, 

Tim Krempecki, Justin Tatar, Kathy Sclesky, Amy Salay, Tom Steiner, Susan Williams, Judy Bookhamer, 

Beth Butala, Frank Ferris, Juliane Field, Deb Hall, 
Chris Harmon, Tony Indovina, Judith Joseph, Jered Kolbert, Debbie Kuntz, Nicole Lewis, Joe McCormick, Emilia Pfeiffer,
Anna Peagler, Patty Steimer.

Vice-president Kathy Sclesky requested that for the membership to check the website for any problems.

President Amy Salay congratulated everyone who had worked on the conference.  In anticipation of scheduling the conference in two years, she suggested that the conference committee secure the Science Hall for the event if possible.
In the spirit of the Christmas Holiday, the  basket raffle proceeds will go to the scholarship of Justin Ballas, son of Kelly Ballas .  Kelly was a caseworker for the Westmoreland County Children’s bureau who recently passed away, leaving Justin in the care of his grandparents.

Five $100 donations were approved for the following organizations.  They are; The Black burn Center, The Caring Place, The Make-a-Wish Foundation, Westmoreland County Children and Youth Bureau and the Westmoreland County Food Bank
The next meeting of the Westmoreland School Counselor’s Association will be held on December 14, 2007 at the University of Pittsburgh, Greensburg Campus.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 AM.
