Westmoreland School Counselor’s Association Minutes of the final meeting of 2007-08
The final meeting of the Westmoreland School counselor’s Meeting was hosted by Carlow University- Greensburg Education Center and was held on Thursday, May 15,2008.  Following the business meeting, Judy Josephs, Duquesne University Faculty and school counselor for Fox Chapel Area School District, presented a program on “The Fine Art of Managing Ourselves”.  This program was followed b y a presentation by the administrative staff of the Carlow University.  A buffet lunch was held at 1:30 PM .  Professional collaboration session was conducted after lunch.

The meeting was brought to order by President Amy Salay.  The minutes from the Spring meeting were approved.  The treasurer’s report was accepted by the members.   The corresponding secretary, Danielle McCann reported that a thank you notes was sent to Vince Gaterri and the Staff at Pittsburgh Technical Institute.
Sandi Lechner, Uniserve Representative, reported that Judy Bookheimer extended her tenure as president of PSCA.  The staff of PSCA in Harrisburg were given recognition of a job well done.  Sandy reported that this meeting  will be her last as Uniserve representative because of her retirement.

Roger Downs will serve as Scholarsahip chairperson for another year.  He presented Tarah Ufner, daughter of Barbara Ufner, counselor at Greensburg Salem as this year’s winner of the WSCA scholarship.  Tarah graduates from Mars High school and will attend the University of Michigan to pursue a major in Business. 

Vice -president , Kathy Sclesky, stated that the Fall, 2008 meeting will be held at the Children’s Center of St. Vincent’s College on October 23, 2008 and will be sponsored by the Homeless Initiative.  The Winter Meeting will be held on December 5, 2008 at the Bradford School and will focus on 

Highmark  High-Five Bullying Program.   The Spring Meeting will be held in March in Greensburg and will be hosted by Universal Technical Institute.  The guest speakers will be from the JOB CORPS.  The Chatham College MAPS program that addresses topics of “the Choking Game and “EMO” phenomena will be presented at this time also.

It was brought up for discussion the fact that there is a high balance of money in the WSCA treasury, which does not coincide with  our association’s status of “nonprofit”.  A motion was made and accepted to investigate this issue.

Bonnie Kline reported on the State Conference held in Lancaster, PA , April 16-19, 2008.  The keynote and other nationally known speakers were very inspiring and informative.  Each session provided the attendees wil valuable, state-of-the art information in a myriad of topics.  The membership is encouraged to make plans to attend next year’s conference.  
Kathy Sclesksy and Clint Page informed the member ship that WSCA is going to sponsor the Western PSCA conference in October 2009.  The membership is asked to provide ideas and comment via forms that were distributed at the meeting.

Julie Walton, of the Educations Technical Institute was voted on as an associate member.  She replaces Cheryl Daniels.

Officers were nominated at the meeting  The slate includes:
  Recording secretary: Rosemary Sovyak

Vice-president :           Kathy Sclesky

Treasurer :                 Rob McClure

Bonnie Kline  was elected the Uniserve Representative, to replace retiring Sandy Lechner.

New business : President Amy Salay reported that there was only one applicant for the WSCA scholarship.  It is felt that this is due to the fact that the membership is in transition and that the children of the members are at a younger school-age level.  Ideas presented to help with this situation include : raising the amount given to each winner: including grandchildren of the membership as eligible applicants or extending the application process for recipients to reapply during the 2nd, 3rd and 4th years of college.  Another suggestion was to a lot some of the funds to current members to attend the state conference.   Further discussion will occur after it is known how many eligible seniors will be applying for the 2009 award.
Vice-president Kathy Sclesky has made suggestion that WSCA apply to become an actual PA ACT 48 provider with a recommendation for 6 credits

President Amy Salay proposed that some of the surplus monies be used to make a donation to the Mr. Rogers Educational Center.  A study will be conducted to determine he appropriate amount for a donation.  Discussion will take place at the Fall Meeting to determine the amount.

An appeal has gone out to the membership to provide updated information and application for membership in WSCA.  Danielle McCann  will update the data base as information comes in.  This update is important to our Uniserve representative , Bonnie Kline, as well.

Debbie Rietksi has volunteered to be the publicity chairperson for WSCA.  The purchase of a camera will aid her in this position.

The meeting was adjourned by President Amy Salay.

