Westmoreland School Counselor’s Association Minutes of the Spring Meeting for 2006-07

The Spring meeting of Westmoreland County Counselor’s Association was held on March 8, 2007 at The Clarion Hotel  in New Kensington, Pennsylvania.  The meeting and lunch was sponsored by Clarion University and our hosts were Merilyn Dunlap and Carrie Thompson.  Michelle Deluca from the Westmoreland Investment Board conducted a presentation on programs sponsored through their agencies.  These include: Career Education Activities and Career Horizons Programs.  They also explained the Requirements of the Career Education and Work Standards.   Special Agent David Fraterre from the Attorney General’s Office , Child Predator Division provided information on “On-line Computer Safety for Children: Profiles of Predator and Preventative Measures.”
Following Officer Fraterre presentation, Alicia Kozakiewicz from the Community Out reach Program , Point Park University revealed her ordeal about being the victim of an on-line predator.  Merilyn Dunlap and Carrie Thompson, with the help of 2 current Clarion University students, presented an over view of their prospective student orientation program, “Investing in Lifetimes.”  These very informative programs were followed by a luncheon buffet. 
The business meeting was opened by President Amy Salay.  Amy wished the counselor success on the upcoming PSSA tests.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to award a $500 dollar scholarship to an attendee to the 20007 PSCA conference in Lancaster, PA.  
Nancy Mayo presented the membership with the treasurer’s report.  Copies were distributed for the members to read.     A note was made by Nancy that a web-site overcharge and terminology misunderstanding was rectified.  The treasurer’s report was approved by the membership.

Danielle McCann, corresponding secretary, reported that thank-you notes were received from Children’s Hospital and Dr. Clawson on behalf of the gifts presented to them a the Winter meeting.

Uniserve representative, Sandy Lechner reported that, although PHEAA is unable to underwrite the newsletter, they remain a strong supported of the PA Counselor’s Association.   She advised members to consult the PDE’s website to obtain the latest information on the toolkit for career standards.  The website will also contain the latest efforts on incorporating career standards into the general curriculum.

Kathy Scelesky stated that the final meeting of the 2006-07 school year will be held on May 9, 2007 at Mountain View inn.  It will be sponsored by the Greater Allegheny/ New Kensington campuses of Penn State University.  Melanie Jo Robleski of the Allegheny campus and Patty Brady of the New Kensington campus will co-host the meeting.
Clint Page reported that the Western Regional Conference arrangement is placed in a holding pattern. This is due to the fact that Slippery Rock University is reconsidering hosting the event as they have in the past.

Justin Tatar of Westmoreland County Community College requested comment on whether the annual Fall College Fair’s time allotment should be adjusted, lessening the 6:30 to 8:30 PM duration by ½ hour.  No final determination was made at the meeting.  The fair will be held at WCCC on the third Wednesday in September (September 19, 2007) Franklin Regional will be the host school, with Rob McClure as the contact person.

President Salay asked for volunteers to serve on the nominating committee.  She also suggested that shadowing the current officers may serve as an enlightening experience in recruiting new volunteers.  Rob McClure has accepted the nomination for treasurer in the vacancy created by the resignation of Nancy Mayo.  Sandy Lechner’s postion as Uniserve representative will be vacated due to her retirement.  A nomination for this position is needed.
Kathy Scelesky reported that membership applications are available on-line.  Members are asked to include their e-mail addresses in the application letter.  Also found on-line are the WSCA scholarship applications.  Any concerns about the application should be directed to Roger Downs at West Hempfield Middle School.

The following associate members were nominated and their membership status  will be voted on in May.

 They are :   

                   Erica Lynnye from PIC;

                   Dane Zimmer and Allison Sasso to replace                                   
                   Kristen Lippencott from Seton Hill University ;
                   Cheryl Daniels 
Kathy Scelesky asked for the members to make recommendations for topics for round-table discussions to be included on the May meeting agenda.  Suggestions included: 
                 1) Nutrition Program sponsored by Latrobe

                     Hospital

                 2) A program to familiarize counselors with the 

                     new career standards
                 3) A presentation by Dr. Clawson on concern 

                     about the changing role of the school

                     counselor; adjunct topic: protection of 

                    counseling program foci and development of
                    evolving programs

                    4) Presentation of the impact of Act 1 on

                        counselor roles/ position in the schools

                        using the ASCA model  

                        (Dr. Clawson as presenter)

                    5) Presentation of information on

                         planning for retirement.

These suggestions will be taken under advisement by the program chair.

Retired member, Joe Bicciero raised the suggestion that applications for voter registration be available in schools so as to promote accessibility.  This could be accomplished via representatives from Senior Citizen volunteers who would be willing to come into the schools on designated days.  He is asking for this to be promoted through WSCA. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 AM by President Amy Salay. 
