                          WSCA Fall Meeting 2008
The Fall meeting of the Westmoreland School Counselor’s association was held on October 23, 2008 at The Fred Rodgers Center on the campus of St. Vincent College.

The meeting was sponsored by St. Vincent College.  Speakers included, Mary Clark, Director of the Homeless Initiative, IU 7; Donna Edmonds and Pat Conroy who presented an overview of the admissions and college programs available at St.Vincent’s College and Rita Catalano who introduced the members to the history and resources at the Fred Rogers’ Center.  Lunch was served following the presentations.  The meeting was organized by Amber Keefer and Kathleen Pantalone.
President Amy Salay welcomed the membership and read the minutes of the WSCA spring meeting. These were approved. The treasurer’s report was given by Rob McClure and this was approved.  Rob stated that he would be leaving his position as counselor at Franklin Regional to return to Korea permanently.  His position will be vacated and an interim treasurer will need to be filled.  
Corresponding secretary, Danielle Mc Cann reported that, as per Jackie Boyd, a sympathy card is to be sent to Linda Zendick (Rosedale Institute) upon the death of her husband.  A get well card was also sent to Justin Tatar.  He is currently on medical leave due to a recent surgery.  
Uniserve report was given by Bonnie Kline.  She stated that a bill in support of counselor has been introduced by Bob Casey.  Within the content of the bill is a statement that place counselors where they are needed most.  It also proposes that the student/counselor ratio be maintained at 250/1.   Bonnie presented the idea that the president of PSCA, Judy Bookhamer, speak at a future WSCA meeting.

She also urged that career standards need to be implemented in our schools.  There is a need for the promotion of school counselor roles in all schools.  Part of this may accomplished through resource information in the School Counselor Week folder available through PSCA.
 Bonnie informed the membership that the PSCA state conference will be held at Milton Hershey School form April 15-18, 2008.  She also encouraged the WSCA membership to join PSCA and to nominate a WSCA member as counselor of the year.
Vice-president Kathy Sclesky reported that December 5, 2008 is the date for the next meeting and will be sponsored by the Bradford School.  The meeting will be held at Station Square in Pittsburgh, PA.  A basket Raffle will be held.

Amy informed the membership that a nominating committee needs to be formed in order to develop a slate of officers because President Amy Salay and Vice president Kathy Sclesky are both stepping down at the end of the school year.

The membership was informed by Amy that there are scholarships available to one officer and a member–at-large to attend the state conference in April.

President Salay proposed WSCA make a $1,000 donation to the Fred Rogers’ Center.  This idea was supported Kathy who stated that St. Vincent College has always been a welcoming institution for our association.  The motion was made and accepted.
Old business:

The membership was informed that a drawing to award the PSCA scholarship will take place at the December meeting.  The winner must be a member of PSCA to be eligible to take part in the drawing.

New Business:

President Salay asked for a volunteer to head the nominating committee to recruit a slate of officers for president and vice-president.  Sarah Switala graciously volunteered.

Vice-president Sclesky asked for volunteers to aid in securing approval for WSCA becoming an Act 48 Provider.  The committee’s task will be to align the goals of the association with the requirement of the application.

The volunteers for this committee are Carol Cammuso, Sandy Parker, Amy Salay and Rosemary Sovyak.

Once again, a basket raffle will be conducted at the Winter meeting of WSCA. This year the funds will be donated to the Westmoreland County Food Bank.

In addition, the following agencies will receive a $100 dollar donation.  They are:

1) the Homeless Initiative

2) Habitat for Humanity

3) Christian Layman Society: A Bed for Every Child
4) Leukemia Lymphoma Society

5) The Justin Ballas Fund

Clint Page reported on the progress of the Plans for the PSCA conference to be held next October at WCCC.  He distributed a committee report that highlighted the progress thus far.  The report also listed the areas that require addition help and a call went out for volunteers to assist the current committee in their endeavors.  A discussion of themes was held; the final decision will be made by the conference committee.
A motion was made to nominate Angela Margonis to replace Rob McClure as treasurer.  The motion passed. 

Miscellaneous:

Julie Walton, representing Educational Technical Council presented information on Microsoft Certification.  Her agency is a test center for certification for high school students in the various areas of Microsoft .  This certification aids the qualified student in job procurement and college credit.

The meeting was adjourned by President Salay at 10:05 AM.
