                     WSCA Spring Meeting 2009
The Spring Meeting of the Westmoreland School Counselor’s Association was held on March 5, 2009 at Nino’s Restaurant in Mount Pleasant, Pennsylvania.  The meeting was sponsored by Smart Futures and was organized by Jennifer Lundy.  Jay Cannon, of the Pennsylvania Department of Education, presented “Career Curriculum and Portfolios”.  This presentation was in conjunction with the Career Standards and the adoption of these into all content areas and grade levels.  Jennifer Lundy, Christina Cenkner, and Akirah Wyatt from Smart Futures, presented a very informative program on “Innovative Career Education.” The presentation provided information on the available options in career exploration that are aligned with the PDE Career Standards.  Lunch followed the presentation.
President Amy Salay began the meeting at 11:00 AM by welcoming guests and new members.  Lon Hayes was introduced as the new counselor at Central Westmoreland Career and Technology Center.  Katie Wilson from Derry and Mindy Hawkinson from Latrobe were included in the welcome.
Both the secretary’s minutes and the treasurer’s report were accepted by the members.  Corresponding secretary, Danielle McCann, reported that the association received a thank-you from retirees, Tim Krempecki and Sandy Lechner.  Notes of gratitude were sent to Jackie Boyd-Garbett for hosting the winter WSCA meeting and for making a presentation.  Dr. Rebecca Costello received a note as well for her presentation at the winter meeting.
Bonnie Kline, Uniserve representative, reported that the voting body of Uniserve is reviewing voting policy changes at the state level.  She also discussed the changes of acceptable activities that will receive ACT 48 credits.  These credits can only be awarded for attendance at educational presentations given by presenters who are at the masters level.
Bonnie also encouraged members to attend the PSCA conference at Hershey in April.  She stated that financial support will be available for first-time attendees through PSCA. 

Nominating committee report by Sarah Switala indicated that Sarah is shadowing vice-president, Kathy Sclesky. For one year.   Sarah was also unanimously selected as the presidential nominee for the 2009-2010 school year.  The other officers include: Vice-president Kathy Sclesky, Secretary Rosemary Sovyak, Treasurer Angela Margonis and Uniserve representative, Bonnie Kline.
Vice-president Kathy Sclesky reported on the status of WSCA becoming an Act 48 Provider.   She stated that Judy Bookhamer, PSCA president, will submit hours from attendance at WSCA meeting to the state.  Careful consideration will be given when planning presentations so that they are in alignment with the new standards from PDE.

Kathy also made the membership aware of the difficulty in finding sponsors for the meetings.  She attributes this to the present economic situation.  Kathy asked for suggestions of possible sponsors she could contact for the May meeting. The suggestions included: California University of Pennsylvania, Southwood Hospital, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, the Chamber of Commerce, the Westmoreland Investment Board, Latrobe Hospital (Excela Health).  

Because of the difficulty in procuring sponsors, Kathy asked the membership if meetings could be held at schools or available buildings around Westmoreland County.   Lunch could be provided by the members participating in a ‘pot-luck’ style.
The tentative date for the final meeting of the year is May 12, 2009 with a place to be announced.

Kathy also reminded everyone that the Fall 2009 meeting will be held during the Western Regional Conference on October 6, 2009 at WCCC.

Clint Page reported on the progress of the planning committee for the Western Regional conference.  He stated that the slate of presenters is in place.  A sample of the brochure was presented by Beth Butala.  Dr. Bookhamer encouraged the committee to add additional speakers that are in line with Career standards and other group oriented topics.  This was taken under advisement.
It was announced that Greensburg-Salem will be the sponsor of the College fair to be held at WCCC in September, 2009.

New business:  Kathy asked that the names of new retirees be sent to Danielle McCann.
A motion was made and passed to pay for the breakfast at the Spring meeting.

A motion was made to pay for the Uniserve representative’s costs for attending the PSCA conference in Hershey.  The cost is to be $500 and the motion was carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 12 noon.

