Westmoreland School Counselor’s Association Minutes of 
                      The Final meeting for 2006-07         

The final meeting of the Westmoreland County School Counselor’s Association was held on May 9, 2007 at Mountain View Inn.  The meeting was sponsored by the Greater Allegheny / New Kensington Campuses of Penn State University.  Melanie Jo Wrobleski of the Allegheny campus and Patty Brady of the New Kensington campus were the co-hosts.   Information on the expanding programs at Greater Allegheny and New Kensington campuses was provided by our hosts.  Dr. Dennis Clawson, guidance program consultant and Michele Deluca from the Westmoreland Investment Board- Youth Program Coordinator, presented an informative program on Career Standards and Fundamentals for Building a Comprehensive Guidance Program.  A buffet luncheon was provided following the presentations.  Professional collaboration was conducted after lunch was over.
The business meeting was opened by Vice-president Kathy Sclesky at 9:15 AM.  The minutes from the Spring meeting (March 8, 2007) were approved. Treasurer Nancy Mayo presented the membership with the treasurer’s report.  Copies were distributed for the members to read.  The treasurer’s report was approved by the membership.
Sandy Lechner will remain as the Uniserve representative for the upcoming school year. She will be shadowed by Bonnie Kline.

Danielle McCann, corresponding secretary, reported that thank you notes were sent the following individuals for their participation in the Spring Meeting program.  They are: 

Michelle Deluca of the Westmoreland Investment Board; Carrie Thompson and Merrilyn Dunlap of Clarion University;

Officer David Fraterre of the Attorney General’s Office’s Special Unit for Cyber-predators;

Alicia Kozakiewicz, Point Park University Student
Uniserve representative, Sandy Lechner, encouraged the membership to join the Pennsylvania School Counselor’s Association. Judy Bookhammer, the executive director of the organization is promoting the ASCA model for all counselors to use as a demonstration of the counselor’s role in areas of concern such as- closing the student achievement gap.  The leadership conference (to be held this summer at Dickinson College in Carlisle, PA) will focus on protecting the role of the counseling department and its continuation as a viable part of the school setting.  Sandy also encouraged the membership to look ahead to next year’s PSCA’s conference to be held in Lancaster on April 16-19, 2008.  She is encouraging members to place attendance at the conference as an item of the 07-08 counseling department’s budget of their respective school.  She suggested the members consider becoming a presenter at the conference as another potential means of attending.  She also provided information on House Bill #120 that focuses on truancy.  Legislation is being considered that would require an exit interview of any student who is considering dropping out of high school.  The original measure defined the interviewer to be a professional, i.e., the counselor. As it was originally written, the bill is strong. However, a change in the language of the bill is being considered.  This change would eliminate a very clear definition of who could be the interviewer.  Under consideration is the idea that the principal would be able to designate who would conduct the interview.  This person may then be a non-professional, such as the school secretary.  There is a need to return the bill to its former language, moving the interview to a professional level. Addressing truancy and the status of the drop-out has strong merit in potentially keeping students in school.   Information will be forthcoming on the status of the bill.
Old Business:  Tim Krempecki encouraged the membership to attend the state conference in Lancaster.

Clint Page reported on the Western Regional School Counselors Association Conference to be held at Westmoreland County Community College, Youngwood Pennsylvania on Thursday, October 25, 2007.  There is a call for program presenters from the membership.  Please contact Clint or Kathy Sclesky for an application.  Tom Steiner is in charge of the logistics of the conference.  Tim Krempecki is enlisting sponsorships and information table representatives.   Registration for the conference will conducted on-line under PSCA regional conference.  Members are encouraged to volunteer their assistance in this endeavor.
Nominations and elections were conducted.  The elected officials for the 2007-08 school year are as follows:

Presisent- Amy Salay

Vice-president- Kathy Sclesky
Corresponding Secretary- Danielle McCann

Recording secretary- Rosemary Sovyak

Treasurer- Rob McClure

Uniserve Representative- Sandy Lechner

New Business: Tim Krempecki suggested that a $500 stipend be given to a member of the executive committee for PSCA conference registration and travel expenses. Discussion was held regarding extending a $500 stipend to a member -at- large.  A motion was made and passed that one member of the executive committee and one member-at-large be eligible to receive a $500 stipend to attend the Lancaster conference.
The tentative schedule of meeting for the 2007-08 school year was announced.  The schedule includes:

Fall meeting: October 25, 2007 Western Regional Conference, WCCC
Winter meeting: December, UPG 
Spring meeting: March, Pittsburgh Technical Institute
Final meeting:   TBA

The 2007 WSCA scholarship awardees were announced by Roger Downs.  They include:

Matthew Bieleck, son of Toniann and Merle Bieleck, graduating from Greensburg-Salem High School. Matt will attend California University of Pennsylvania to study multi-media production.
Tim Downs, son of Roger and Traci Downs, graduating from Derry High School.  Tim will attend the University of Maryland to pursue a career in teaching secondary history.
Stephanie Marazza, daughter of Mary Beth and Anthony Marazza.  Stephanie will study nursing at Wheeling Jesuit College.
The final meeting of the Westmoreland School Counselors was adjourned at 11:00 AM.

